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Area  Health  Office, 
2,  Mars on  Road, 
Clevedon. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Portishead  Urban  District  Council. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  19&5 • 

The  birth  rate  is  rising  further,  and  for  the  first  time  since 
1962,  the  death  rate  is  below  the  national  average.  However,  in 
small  populations  variations  from  year  to  year,  must  be  treated 
cautiously  because  very  few  births  or  deaths  make  quite  large 
differences  in  the  rates.  Figures  over  several  years  must  be 
studied  to  detect  a  real  trend. 

No  serious  infectious  diseases  occurred  in  the  year,  and 
there  were  less  than  50  cases  of  measles  notified. 

A  good  deal  of  work  was  done  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector 
on  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act.  All  premises  coming 
within  the  scope  of  this  Act  have  been  visited  and  defects  found 
notified  to  the  owners. 

The  atmospheric  state,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from 
measurements  made,  is  discussed  in  the  report  and  gives  cause  for 
satisfaction. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  ready  cooperation  of  your  other 
officers,  and  in  particular,  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  N.  BAKER 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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STATISTICAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


G-eneral  Statistics  -  19 65 

Area 

Population  (mid  year  estimate) 

Area  comparability  factors 
Rateable  Value,  1st  April  1965 
Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

Vital  Statistics  for  1965 


Live  Births  Males 

Legitimate  81 

Illegitimate  4 

Females 

61 

4 

Total 

142 

8 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population 
=  20.7 

Totals 

85 

65 

150 

Stillbirths 

All  legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000 

(live  and  still)  births 

=  13.3 

Deaths 

41 

34 

75 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 
=  10.3 

1,119  acres 
7,260 

Births  -  1.10 
Deaths  -  1.07 

£543,177 

£2,250 


Illegitimate  live  births. 

Rate  per  cent  of  total  live  births  =  5.3 


Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  -  0 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  -  0 

Neonatal  mortality  rate,  deaths  under  4 
weeks  per  1,000  live  births  -  0 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate,  deaths  under 
one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births  -  0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate,  still  births  and 
deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births  .  (total  =2)  -  13.3 
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Vital  Statistics  1962  -  65 
Live  Births 


Year 


Legitimate 
Male  Female 


Illegitimate 
Male  Female 


Total 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
Estimated  Resident 
Portishead  England 

Crude  Adjusted 


1962 

79 

70 

1 

5 

155 

- 

23.03 

18.0 

1963 

62 

55 

3 

1 

121 

17.2 

18.9 

18*2 

1964 

60 

67 

5 

1 

133 

18.7 

20.6 

18.4 

1965 

81 

61 

4 

4 

150 

20.7 

22.8 

18.1 

The  adjusted  birth  rate,  is  the  crude  rate  multiplied  by  the  area 
comparability  factor,  which  adjusts  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  to  correspond  with  those  of  England  and  Wales .  The  same 
applies  to  the  adjusted  death  rate. 


Stillbirths 


Year  Male  Female  Total 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births 


1962 

0 

3 

3 

19.0 

18.1 

1963 

0 

1 

1 

8.2 

17.3 

1964 

1 

0 

1 

7.5 

16.4 

1965 

1 

1 

2 

13.3 

15.7 

Deaths 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Estimated  Resident  Population 

Portishead 

England 

Crude  Adjusted 

&  Wales 

1962 

35 

30 

65 

9.7 

11.9 

1963 

38 

39 

77 

11.2  12.4 

12.2 

1964 

42 

33 

75 

10.5  12.0 

11.3 

1965 

41 

34 

75 

10.3  11.0 

11.5 

Death  Rate  of  all 
infants  per  1,000 
live  births 

Portishead  England 
&  Wales 


Death  Rate  under 
4  weeks  of  age  per 
1.000  total  live  births 
Portishead  England 
&  Wales 


Death  Rate  of  infants 
under  one  week  of  age 
&  stillbirths  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths 
Portishead  England  &  Yfoles 


1962 

0 

21.6 

0 

15.1 

19.0 

30.8 

1963 

24.8 

20.9 

24.8 

14.2 

32.8 

29.3 

1964 

7.5 

20.0 

7.5 

13.8 

14.9 

28.2 

1965 

0 

19.0 

0 

13.0 

13.3 

26.9 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  PORTISHEAD  -19 65 


SEX 

Total 

Under 

4  wks 

1-  5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

All 

4  wks 

& 

under 

Ages 

1 

year 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

1 

— 

stomach 

F 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

1 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

lung,  bronchus 

F 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

- 

— 

2 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

breast 

F 

2 

— 

Other  malignant  and 

M 

6 

- 

— 

-  - 

— 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

F 

6 

— 

— 

-  - 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

M 

F 

1 

- 

- 

—  - 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Diabetes 

M 

F 

1 

- 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

M 

4 

— 

2 

Nervous  system 

F 

8 

- 

1 

Coronary  Disease 

M 

13 

— 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

7 

Angina 

F 

8 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Hypertension  with  Heart 

M 

1  • 

- 

1 

Disease 

F 

— 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Heart  Disease 

M 

2 

— 

1 

— 

F 

1 

- 

Other  Circulatory 

M 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Disease 

F 

2 

- 

Bronchitis 

M 

3 

— 

3 

F 

2 

- 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

M 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Duodenum 

F 

1 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Other  defined  and 

M 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

ill-defined  diseases 

F6 

2 

— 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M. 

F 

1 

•  — 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  accidents 

M 

F 

4 

- 

- 

-  - 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

Suicide 

M 

F 

1 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  All  Causes 

M 

41 

r 

. 

. 

1 

2 

4 

3 

7 

15 

F 

34 

- 

- 

-  - 

1 

2 

1 

- 

4 

7 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Disease 

Measles 

Scarlatina  (scarlet  fever) 


Total  cases  notified 


47 

2 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47)  and 
 AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951 

In  January  1965,  it  was  brought  to  my  notice,  that  a  house  in  Portishead 
was  in  a  filthy  condition.  The  occupier,  a  married  woman  living  apart  from 
her  husband,  suffers  from  a  grave  chronic  illness.  All  offers  of  help  to 
clean  up  the  premises  were  refused.  In  February,  the  woman  concerned  was 
removed  from  the  premises  on  a  magistrate’s  order,  being  a  person  suffering 
from  grave  chronic  illness,  living  in  fulthy  conditions,  and  unable  to  give 
herself,  or  receive  from  others,  proper  care  and  attention. 

She  spent  three  weeks  in  Barrow  Hospital  and  her  husband,  with  help, 
cleaned  the  house  satisfactorily.  The  woman  returned  there,  refusing  any 
help  in  the  house  and  continued  to  live  on  her  own.  The  house,  whilst  not 
clean,  was  kept  in  not  too  bad  a  state  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  water  has  been  supplied  from 
Chelvey,  for  all  but  three  weeks  of  the  year,  due  to  the  continued  drought. 
Softer  vra.ter  from  Barrow  was  supplied  in  the  last  three  weeks  of  December. 

The  water  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  and  no  form  of 
contamination  has  arisen. 


SEWAG-E  DISPOSAL 

The  v/hole  of  the  urban  district  is  sewered  apart  from  a  few  individual 
isolated  dwellings,  and  this  discharges  untreated  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 
Further  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  construction  of  a  sev/age  treat¬ 
ment  works,  but  no  concrete  proposals  have  yet  been  made. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 

A  v/eekly  collection  of  household  refuse  continues  to  operate.  Trade 
refuse  is  collected  at  an  agreed  charge.  A  new  tip  has  been  purchased  in 
the  G-ordano  Valley  and  will  come  into  operation  in  1966. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Type  of 


Number  of  properties  in  Local 


Non-*  Agricultural  Agricultural 

TP  6  (2)  (3)  M  - 

Local  IK7elling  All  other  Total  of 

Authority  Houses  (including  Cols  (l) 

(inc. council  business  (2)  &  (3) 

houses)  premises) 


10 


2,223 


Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by 


Common  rat 
Ship  rat 
House  mouse 


Major 

Minor 

Major 

Minor 

Major 

Minor 


8 


Total  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose) 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested 

Number  of  infested  properties 
(in  sections  II,  III  &  IV) 
treated 

10?o  of  sewers  treated  annually 


nil 


nil 


37 


330 


2,563 


4 


15 


51 


10 


Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of 
notification 

— 

29 

3 

32 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by 

Common  rat  Major 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Minor 

— 

4 

3 

7 

Ship  rat  Major 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Minor 

- 

- 

- 

- 

House  mouse  Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minor 

— 

25 

— 

25 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act 

29 

62 

6 

97 

All  rodent  work  in  this  urban  district  continues  to  be  done  under  contract  with 
Messrs.  Rentold.1  Laboratories  Ltd. 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  houses  demolished  or  closed  - 

(a)  under  section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  (individual  unfits)  3 

(b)  for  other  purposes  (road  improvements  etc.)  nil 


Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  year 


Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 


Houses  erected 
during  year 
For  Slum  For  other 
Clearance  purposes 


Houses  in  course 
of  erection 


Gained  from 
conversion  of 


For  Slum  For  other  large  houses  o 
Clearance  purposes  J buildings  into 

flats  or 
dwellings 


Lost  from 
conversion 
of  two  or 
more  houses 
to  one 


16 


18 


77  -  16  2 
Number  of  Post-war  houses  erected  from  1st  April  1945  to  31st  December  1965 
By  local  authority  -  585  By  private  enterprise  -  635 
Local  authority  housing  programme  1966  -  25 

(a)  Number  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied  -  (i)  Prefabs  -  Nil 

(ii)  Huts  etc.  -  nil 

(b)  Number  of  houses  found  overcrov/ded  -  7 
Houses  required: 

(i)  To  replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  -  5 

(ii)  To  abate  overcrowding  -  7 

(iii)  For  other  purposes  -  31 

(iv)  Applications  for  council  houses  at  end  of  year 

(a)  Urgent  bona  fide  cases  -  8 

(b)  Applications  for  Old  People’s  Dwellings  -  42 

(c)  Others  -  74 

Total  applications  -  124 

(v)  Total  number  of  council  houses  sold  during  the  year  -  nil 


No. of  permanent 


Gained  from  Total 
dwellings  in  conversions  and  (a)  &  (b) 
District  as  at  erected  during 


Less  houses 
demolished, 
closed,  etc, 


No. of  permanent 
dwellings  in 
District  as  at 


31.12.6 hr 

1965 

during  year 

L.A. 

51.12.65 

P.E.  

L.A. 

623 

16 

639  * 

0 

639 

P.E. 

1510 

79 

1589 

3 

1586 

TOTALS 

2133 

95 

2228 

3 

2225 

**  This 

figure  does 

not  include  privately  built 

houses 

purchased  by  the  Council  for  improvement  and  conversion 
(Approximately  89  -  included  in  P.E.  total) 
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OLD  PEOPLE*  S  DWELLINGS 


Number  erected  to  31.12.6 
With  County  Without  County 

Council  Aid  Council  Aid 


Number  in  course  of  erection 


With  County  Without  County 

Council  Aid  Council  Aid 


57 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

A.  Discretionary 

Number  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority  during  year: 

h) 

Received 
Applications 
4 


No. of  dwellings 

4 


Approved 


Applications  No. of  dwellings 

-4 _ 4 _ 


Number  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers  during  year  -  3 
Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  during  year  -  £500 


Amount  of  grant  payable  by  local  authority 


B.  Standard 


-  £990 


1.  Number  of  applications  (a)  Received  -  nil 

(b)  Approved  -  nil 

2.  Number  of  houses  where  standard  amenities  have  been  provided  -  nil 
Number  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers  during  year  -  nil 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960 


Permanent 


(a)  Number  of  single  caravans  licensed  1 

(b)  Number  of  site  licences  issued  in  respect  of 

more  than  one  caravan  1 

(c)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  occupants 

resident  during  year  34 

(d)  Number  of  sites  closed  as  a  result  of  above  .n 

Act 

(e)  Camping  sites  -  number  of  unlicensed 

sites  in  use  nil 


Seasonal 
nil 

nil 


nil 

nil 
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POOD 


MILK 

(a)  Number  of  Registered  Distributors  -  4 

(b)  Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  (other  than  Dairy  Parms)  -  4 

Notices  served  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (G-eneral) 
Regulations  1959  -  Nil 


ICE-CREAM 

Number  of  premises  registered  for: 

(a)  Manufacture  (b)  Manufacture  (c)  Retail 

and  retail  -  Nil  only  -  nil  only  -  23 


POOD  HYGIENE 


Pood  Hygiene 


One  itinerant  hot-dog  stall  owner  was  working  in  an  unhygienic 
manner.  He  was  warned,  and  the  necessities  explained  to  him  and  he 
co-operated.  Two  complaints  of  foreign  matter  in  foods  were  received, 
but  no  proceedings  taken,  as  the  persons  concerned  were  unwilling  to 
give  evidence.  Two  samples  v/ere  taken  because  of  possible  contamination 
by  an  aerosol  pesticide,  which  'were  found  to  be  satis factory. 


The  Slaughter  of  Animals 


Action  taken  during  the  year  -  nil 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT 

Licensed 

Operating 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  owned  or  leased  by 
local  authority 

nil 

nil 

(b)  Private  slaughterhouses 

nil 

nil 

(c)  Number  of  private  slaughterhouses  brought 
up  to  standard  required 

nil 

nil 

(d)  Bacon  factories 

nil 

nil 

PREMISES  WHERE  POOD  IS  PREPARED 

Number  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955, 
(ice-cream,  manufactured  meat  products,  etc.)  -  9 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT 


The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  has  continued  by  the  use 
of  grit  gauges,  and  lead  dioxide  candles  for  sulphur  dioxide  estimation. 

The  results  in  1965,  are  comparable  to  the  previous  two  years  and  shew 
no  increase. 

In  April,  a  much  more  accurate  method  of  measuring  atmospheric 
pollution  was  commenced.  The  apparatus,  sited  at  the  Council  House, 
continuously  draws  air  through,  and  measures  the  volume  of  air  and 
the  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  content,  of  that  air  in  each  2 A  hour 
period. 

The  results  are  made  available  to  the  Committee  at  each  meeting. 

They  are  also  sent  to  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  which  investigates 
atmospheric  pollution  throughout  the  country.  Results  are  published  of 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  concentrations, so  that  comparisons  can  be 
made  between  many  cites.  Figures  are  not  available  yet  for  1965,  but 
using  the  figures  for  the  year  ended  March  1964,  Portishead  compares 
favourably  with  the  majority  of  other  comparable  sites. 

Seven  complaints  were  made  in  the  year,  all  arising  from  June  to 
October.  Three  of  these  were  complaints  about  Albright  and  YiTilsons, 
that  dense  white  fumes  were  being  emitted. 

The  other  complaints  were  of  grit,  fine  black  dust  and  oily  smuts. 

These  were  due  to  particles  too  small  to  be  stopped  by  the  grit  arrestors, 
being  deposited  as .grit  and  dust,  or  in  a  damp  atmosphere  as  oily  smuts,  and 
came  from  the  Central  Electricity  Generating  Board,  power  station. 

A  second  instrument  to  measure  atmospheric  pollution  will  be  installed 
in  1966,  on  West  Hill.  This  will  further  help  to  on lighten  us  on  the 
atmospheric  conditions  in  Portishead.  On  the  evidence  to  date,  the 
atmospheric  pollution  in  Portishead  is  little,  and  compares  favourably 
with  most  sites  and  even  with  many  smoke  controlled  areas  in  other  towns. 


-11- 


AGRICULTURAL  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 


The  five  farms  in  the  area  we  re  inspected  and  found  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  concerning  sanitary  conveniences. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  FREESES  ACT,  1963 
Number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act  -  65 

A  detailed  inspection  of  all  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of  this 
Act  has  been  completed  and  attention  drawn  to  matters  requiring  action. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING-  ESTABLISHMENTS 

There  are  no  animal  boarding  establishments  in  Portishead. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING-  BATHS  AND  POOLS 


No.  Location  Estimated  average 

number  of  bathers 


daily  during  season 

(a) 

Owned  by 

Local  Authority 

One 

Battery  Point 

Lake  G-rounds 

Portishead 

743 

(*) 

Privately  owned 

One 

National  Nautical 
School,  Nore  Road, 
Portishead 

100 

Y/ater  used  and  method 

of  purification : 

Name  of  Bath 

Water 

Treatment 

Chlorination 

Main 

Sea 

Other  Recirculation 

Filtration 

Automatic  hand 

Battery  Point  Pool  Yes 

Yes 

- 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

National  Nautical 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

School 


Samples  taken  -  nil 

Temperature,  pH  and  chlorine  residual  tests  carried  out  twice  .daily  at  the 
Battery  Pool  -  all  records  kept. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 
1.  Part  I  of  the  Act 


Premises 

(1)  . 

Number 

on 

Register 
(2)  

Number  of  - 
Inspections  Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5)  ..  _ 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1, 2,3,4  &  6  are  to  be 

13 

17 

enforced  by  L.A's 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec .7  is 

16 

23 

enforced  by  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 

11 

19 

Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers'  premises) 

40 

61 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 
Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

To  H?8fer-reBy  H.K. 
Inspector  Inspector 


Found  Remedied 


Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 


Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences  - 
relating  to  Outwork) 

5 


1 

1 


1 

1 


No. of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
v/ere  instituted 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134)  -  nil 
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